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Confederate constitution kept the same general governmental structures as the 1845 
statehood constitution.

The First Reconstruction: The Constitution of 1866

With the end of the Civil War, Texas needed a new constitution that recognized the new 
political reality of the defeated Confederacy and reconstituted Union. Lincoln assigned 
a provisional governor, A. J. Hamilton, who immediately called for a constitutional 
convention. Adult white males who swore an oath of allegiance to the United States 
of America could participate in electing delegates to the convention. Once again, 
the approach of the drafters at the 1866 constitutional convention was to amend the 

  MAP 2.2    Texas Secession Vote, 1861
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